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The Honorable Clark ¥, Clifford
Secretary of Defenue
vaehington, L. .

Dear Clark:

: 1 have just heard a briefing by technical personpel
- of HASA lLamgley. Their conclusions, if borme out by
turther analysis, could have critical iwplicatiopns for
¥.5. defense planning,

The subject matter comeerns the capabilities of
Soviet aircraft, wisslles, asd spacecraft. In brief,
the NABA people hsve contrived to comstruct models of
corbain Soviet equipsent from photoygraphic and other
degcriptive material, to test them ip wind tunnels, and
to gubject them to computer simulations. This wor: was
pndéripien at the regquest of the intelligence community.
NABA Lsngley was uwsed because of their umique faciiities
and recognized competence iw this fieid.

“The resulis to date are disturbing, For exasple,.
aircraft such as VISHBED and FUXBAT are found to be
supericr in most isportamt perforsance characteristics
to V.S, combat sircraft now in service. Design features
on several Soviet nissile systems show similar advances.
The general comclusion is that Soviet serodynasic design
capabilities are far advanced, and at the present rate of
ef{fort the USSR may well enjoy an ever increasing advan~
tage over our aercspace vehicles.

%ie will be discussing the mitter with some of your
sentor officials soon. In the meantime, I wanted to

advise you of it directly,.
Sincerely, DD s T
. /s/ Richard Helmg I &)
_ , U
Distribution: | mgﬁﬁcﬁf* mE Wy

Orig & 1 - Adse

1 - DCI DRAFT:
1 - DDCI : . FINAL:
1 - ExReg 25X1

1 - D/?SIf _ \ - —

A"~ DD/S&T . ‘ TN
Approved Eopiigisage RROSEY3Y: cgﬁwgﬂﬁmmgg’iéooow

o deciassificalion




